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Abstract 

Al-Farabi, an Islamic philosopher, focused on the correlation between logic and language, particularly regarding 

the process of reasoning. He classified logic into eight components, which align with the eight books of the 

Aristotelian Organon, and delineated logic as a system of rules governing thought. He asserted that the objectives 

of logic are to govern and direct reason towards correct thinking, establish measures to prevent mistakes and 

assign significance to comprehensible acknowledgments of error. As Aristotle's logic encompasses a set of 

methods aimed at effectively persuading others, regulating debate, uncovering truths, and attaining certainty, Al- 

Farabi regarded the formal rules of logic as heuristics (mental shortcuts that help people make quick decisions), 

rather than as laws of a scientific theory. He analogized logic to tools like rulers and compasses, which are 

employed to guarantee precision when measuring physical objects that are susceptible to errors. Further, he 

characterized it as a science based on rules that regulate the mental processes involved in comprehending abstract 

concepts served as the basis for Ibn Sina's subsequent enhancements. Al-Farabi's philosophy of logic and language 

is expounded in his writings, and he deserves to be regarded on par with Plato, Aristotle, Kant, and Hegel in this 

aspect of his work. 
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Introduction 

Al-Farabi's scholarly contributions are deeply rooted in his exploration of the 

fundamental nature of reason and its intricate interplay with language and logic (Hodges & 

Druart, 2019). Through a systematic inquiry, he meticulously examined these interconnected 

domains, leading to the acquisition of a comprehensive body of knowledge. His scholarly 

publications serve as gateways to a realm where individuals can delve into deep understanding 

and satisfy their intellectual curiosity (Steiris, 2018). Al-Farabi extensively examined the 

complexities of human cognition and communication with unwavering dedication (Black, 

2020), thus leaving a significant influence on the vast realm of philosophical discourse (Alwali, 

2018). 

Al-Farabi's intellectual framework is distinguished by a synthesis of diverse influences, 

with particular emphasis on incorporating principles from Aristotelian and Neoplatonic 

philosophy (Abed, 1991; Al-Farabi, 1963). His logical framework, an intricate blending of 

these diverse philosophical principles, transcends the limitations imposed by particular 

traditions (Al-Farabi, 1996; Chatti, 2017). A refined framework that can be constructed from 

this material is one in which coherent reasoning and verbal communication are seamlessly 

intertwined (Bahrani, 2023). The aforementioned amalgamation not only mirrors the 
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intellectual atmosphere of Al-Farabi's time frame but also serves as evidence of his remarkable 

aptitude for integrating diverse philosophical traditions into a unified and groundbreaking 

structure (Khalidi, 2022). 

An examination of the intricacies of Al-Farabi's logic and language paradigm from a 

scholarly standpoint not only unveils the historical consequence of his contributions but also 

underscores their ongoing pertinence in the contemporary era (Kaushik, 2022). The enduring 

influence of Al-Farabi's observations on our comprehension of the complex relationship 

between logic and language, along with the foundational elements of human intelligence, 

transcends temporal boundaries (Mian, 2011). 

This study delves into the philosophical inquiry concerning the inception of language, 

which is a fascinating aspect. Hence, the main question that might be posed is, "What 

relationship exists between Al-Fârâbî's philosophy of logic and language, and how can his 

contributions enrich our understanding of reasoning and communication?" 

How does Al-Fârâbî view the origins of language and how can this view contribute to 

our understanding of the evolution of human language? The research may also touch upon Al- 

Fârâbî's concept of language as a tool of knowledge and communication that plays a key role 

in the development of human thought. In addition, this research paper will focus on 

understanding the historical and cultural context in which Al-Fârâbî lived and worked. How 

did his life experiences, values, and interactions with his peers shape his perspective on logic 

and language? 

 

Literature Review 

Al-Farabi is a prominent Islamic philosopher who made significant to the fields of logic 

and language (Netton, 2005). He articulates a distinct paradigm that distinguishes between the 

language’s structure/ /pattern/grammar and reasoning (Yeşil, 2016). Therefore, his thoughts 

and notions are essential for comprehending the interplay between language and thought. Al- 

Farabi’s primary concerns are the structure of the language and the use of words. He posits that 

“grammar is concerned with words, while logic is concerned with meanings”. In other words, 

grammar governs the formal rules of the language while logic emphasizes a deeper conceptual 

level (dealing with truth and ideas). Although logic and language are distinct, they interact 

closely, as he further argues that without grammatical structure, the ability to effectively 

deliver/communicate logical reasoning would be difficult to achieve (Haq, 2014; Gokaru et al., 

2024). 

This realization highlights the significance of taking language traditions and logical 

investigation into different categories. Grammatical norms guarantee that words adhere to 

linguistic rules, which makes communication feasible. However, logic decides whether or not 

those words express concepts that are meaningful, legitimate, and reasonable. This distinction 

is still important in contemporary discussions on language and philosophy, where it is essential 

to differentiate between syntax (focus on form) and semantics (focus on meaning) to 

understand the human cognition process (Galston, 1981; Asghar & Shahzad, 2020; Al-Attari, 

2011). 
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Research Method 

To determine the reliability and precision of the analysis, first, a systematic literature 

review was undertaken in this paper concerning Al-Farabi's works and scholarly contributions 

concerning his intellectual legacy towards logic and language (Nightingale, 2009). Further, a 

comprehensive analysis was then conducted to answer the research questions. The academic 

journals and book chapters that are associated with the subject matter are being investigated 

(Xiao & Watson, 2019). The search is directed by specific keywords such as “Al-Farabi”, 

“logic”, “language”, and “philosophy”, which ensures that the sources are pertinent to the topic. 

The subsequent step involves defining the criteria for the inclusion and exclusion in the 

systemic literature review. The criteria include the publication date, the language, and the 

relevance to the research question. The process of extracting and synthesizing data is detailed 

and incorporated with thematic analysis and meta-synthesis to answer research problems. A 

risk of bias evaluation is also addressed in selected sources, particularly in the interpretation of 

Al-Farabi’s work and its scholarly analysis. 

 

Result and Discussion 

Al-Farabi investigated closely the several ways in which language supports human 

existence and civilization (Kaushik, 2022; Haji Shahkaram, 2022). Al-Farabi conducted 

comprehensive research into the nexus of language and logic. Al-Farabi contends that language 

is, to some extent, a reflection of meanings, and he advocates that discrepancies between 

language and meanings be avoided. In his explanation, he presents Aristotle's logic as both a 

theoretical construct and a practical tool (Abed, 1991; Zonta, 1996), a collection of methods 

used for a variety of purposes ranging from persuasion and debate regulation to discovering 

the truth and achieving certainty. In other words, he presents logic as both a theoretical 

construct and a useful tool in everyday life. Furthermore, Al-Farabi applies this logic to the 

realm of poetry, demonstrating the versatility of these intellectual tools in a variety of settings 

(Rudolph, 2017). 

Al-Farabi's investigation extends to the evolution of a community's language over time 

(Vallat, 2020). He envisions the early stages of linguistic development as a society with 

concepts derived from external perceptions but no formal language (Yeşil, 2016). This society 

does not have a language. The first step in this process is for the community to recognize that 

improving communication by assigning vocal sounds to objects and ideas is a priority. As a 

result, a traditional relationship between fundamental concepts and words is established, which 

eventually serves as the foundation for a national lexicon. According to Al-Farabi, a legislator 

may intervene to regulate this correlation for the benefit of the community, resulting in the 

establishment of a structured linguistic system. 

Al-Farabi investigates the idea that as language evolves, words should imitate the 

"ordering" or "regime" of primary concepts, including their relationships. However, he is aware 

of the potential pitfalls that may arise during this process, such as homonymy and metaphors, 

and accepts their existence. He also talks about grammatical derivations, compound concepts, 

and the development of a national alphabet, which provides some of the first insights into the 

concept of compositionality (Sartori & Binaghi, 2022; Mlika, 2020; Yeşil, 2016). 
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Although Al-Farabi expresses concern about mismatches between words and concepts, 

the specific reasons for his concern are unclear. Speculations range from the possibility of 

communication breakdowns to the impeding of logical reasoning, particularly in educational 

settings (Rauf, Ahmad & Iqbal, 2013). Despite his reservations, Al-Farabi is content with the 

current linguistic conventions and does not rush to advocate for immediate language reform. 

Al-Farabi makes very specific recommendations for translators looking to incorporate 

technical terms from another language (Sartori & Binaghi, 2022). His insights into the 

complexities of linguistic development, combined with practical translation considerations, 

offer a nuanced view of the relationship between language, thought, and philosophical 

knowledge transmission (Rahman, 2023). Even though he does not advocate for specific 

language reforms, his insights provide a nuanced perspective on the relationship between 

language, thought, and philosophical knowledge transmission. 

A philosophical perspective on language is established upon an examination of the 

evolutionary trajectory of languages (Rahman & Young 2022). To undertake a philosophical 

analysis of language, one must take into account the semantic evolution of that particular 

language. Hence, it was essential, in addition to philosophical reflections on language, to 

investigate the origin and development of language as well as its lexical evolution. 

Philosophers and linguists have devoted considerable attention to the challenging and crucial 

question of the origin of language's emergence since the inception of philosophical meditations 

until the present day, employing both scientific and unscientific methodologies. In the present 

day, unscientific methods or ideological perspectives, including narrative or mythical 

expressions, have been marginalized as a result of scientific research. 

Al-Farabi emphasizes in his seminal study of language that the origins of language can 

be traced back to its gestures. Farabi's interpretation of this is that he initially uses signs to 

indicate his demands when he wishes for others to comprehend his intentions. 

As determined and clarified by Al-Farabi, there are five fundamental phases of language 

development. During the initial phase, he describes sign language and its relationship to the 

physical structure of people in different parts of the world. After analyzing the profound 

transformations that occurred in language, mouth, and the origins of letters, he proceeds to 

explicate the emergence of speech and writing, the formation of words, and letters and words 

(Mlika, 2020). During the fourth stage, he focuses on the organic progression and evolution of 

language. Ultimately, he elucidates the correlation between language and introspection, how 

we articulate our intentions, the connection between language and speech, and cognitive 

capability (Zargar, 2022). 

Based on this particular perspective, the emergence and development of human language 

transpire in such a way that language and the fundamental human sciences manifest initially in 

a specific geographical region, manifest in particular forms, and manifest in particular 

individuals (Rahman, 2023). According to Al-Farabi's perspective on the natural process of 

human selection, the primary reason is that following his innate nature, man draws toward the 

language and word that is most convenient for him in terms of human nature. Following an 

elaborate account of the origins of language and an explanation of its evolutionary stages, Al- 

Farabi proceeds to discuss the correlation between language and speech. Al-Farabi regards 

logical reasoning as a progression from speech, with the term "intelligible" serving as the 
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principal focus of logical reasoning (Yeşil, 2016). Thinking, intelligible and psychic power, 

and thinking are the three connotations that he attributes to the term "speech title." The 

individual regards the intelligible as having the same mental meaning as the words. 

Through an analysis of the connection between the intelligible and the words, he 

concludes that the words are regarded as intelligible by the logic in terms of denoting. Logic 

provides laws that adhere to those regulations, fortify the human intellect, and serve as a 

deterrent and guide in the right direction should an individual commit an illogical error in some 

comprehensible matter. Al-Farabi posits in his correspondence that an expression may have an 

intelligible meaning, which may signify a soul-level significance. The relationship between 

language and meaning, according to Al-Farabi, is such that sensible meaning is prioritized over 

other meanings. Therefore, the sensible rationale is the initial meaning and rationale that is 

acquired by man. Therefore, intelligence does not originate from the senses but rather from 

other intelligence. This is the skeptical theory of meaning regarding language, which holds that 

in terms of the evolution of reason, language and perceptible intelligible are subordinate to 

language and rational meaning. 

According to Al-Farabi's linguistic investigation, spoken language is external and 

signifies internal discourse. Thus, when an individual feels the necessity to communicate his 

intentions or the nature of his thoughts to others, he initially employs a hint to symbolize his 

intention. Al-Farabis theory of language credit and practicality has been endorsed by a broad ’ 

.(2022 ,rargar ;2022 Young & nahman ;2020 ,Mlika) spectrum of thinkers 

 

Conclusion 

To conclude, this paper substantially enhances our comprehension of the correlation that 

exists between the philosophy of logic and language as depicted in the works of Al-Farabi. By 

conducting a comprehensive examination of Al-Farabi's incorporation of Aristotle's logic, his 

theory of language, and its applicability to modern frameworks, this research has provided 

insight into the enduring influence of his philosophical ideology. By delving into the origins of 

language, this investigation gains a deeper understanding of how language contributes to the 

evolution of human reasoning. Al-Farabi believes that a philosophical ignorance of language 

is the primary source of numerous misunderstandings and theoretical disputes. 

 

Declaration of conflicting interest 

The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest in this work. 

 

 

References 

Abed, S. (1991). Aristotelian logic and the Arabic language in Alfarabi. SUNY Press. 

Al-Attari, A. (2011). Logic in the Islamic Legacy: A General Overview. Lecture delivered at 

the Institute of Logic and Cognition, San-Yat Sun University Guangzhou-PR of China. 

Al-Fārābī, A. N. (1963). Al-Fārābī's Short Commentary on Aristotle's Prior Analytics. 

Al-Farabi, A. N. (1996). Ihsa Al-Ulum. Beirut: Dar wa Maktabah al-Hilal. 

Alwali, A. (2018). Logic Functions in the Philosophy of Al-Farabi. Retrieved from 

https://philpapers.org/rec/ALWLFI 



In the Realm of Reason: Al-Fârâbî's Logic and Language Paradigm – Fadhlur Rahman, 

Mohammad Kholid 

79 

 

 

Asghar, J., & Shahzad, K. (2020). Fārābī's Theory of Language and Its nelevance to 

Contemporary Issues in Universal Grammar and Cognitive Semantics. Islamic Studies, 

59(3), 319-335. https://www.jstor.org/stable/27088399 

Bahrani, M. (2023). Al-Farabi on the Power of Language; The role of expression in the 

formation of societies. Islamic Political Thought, 10(1), 81-92. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.30497/IPT.2023.75848 

Black, D. L. (2020). Al-Fārābī. In History of Islamic philosophy (pp. 178-197). Routledge. 

Retrieve from https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003070733- 

16/al-f%C4%81r%C4%81b%C4%AB-deborah-black 

Chatti, S. (2017). The Semantics and Pragmatics of the Conditional in al-Fārābī’s and 

Avicenna’s Theories. Studia Humana, 6(1), 5-17. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1515/sh-2017- 

0002 

Galston, M. (1981). Al-Farabi on Aristotle’s theory of Demonstration. Islamic Philosophy and 

Mysticism (Delmar), 23-34. 

Gokaru, S. U., Abdullah, M., & Bensala, Y. (2024). Language and Its Philosophy in the Views 

of Al-Farabi: A Discussion in the Light of the Quran. International Journal of Islamic 

Thought, 25, 152-159. https://doi.org/10.24035/ijit.25.2024.293 

Haji Shahkaram, Z. (2022). Al-Farabi And Philosophical Analysis of Language. Journal of 

Oriental Studies (Al-Farabi Kazakh National University)/Kazahskij Nacional'nyj 

Universitet Imeni Al'-Farabi Vestnik Seriâ Vostokovedeniâ, 100(1). 

https://doi.org/10.26577/JOS.2022.v100.i1.01 

Haq, S. N. (2014). Al-Farabi. In Medieval Philosophy of Religion (pp. 47-59). Routledge. 

Hodges, W., & Druart, T. A. (2019). al-Farabi’s Philosophy of Logic and Language. netrieved 

from https://plato.stanford.edu/ENTRIES/al-Farabi-logic/ 

Kaushik, D. (2022). Remembering Al Farabi. Cultural Histories of Central Asia, 12. 

Kaushik, D. (2022). Remembering Al Farabi. Cultural Histories of Central Asia, 12. 

Khalidi, M. A. (2022). Al-Farabi on acquiring a philosophical concept. British Journal for the 

History of Philosophy, 1-21. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/09608788.2022.2083071 

Mian, A. A. (2011). Muslim Political Philosophy and the Affective Turn: Farabi on Language, 

Affect, and Reason. Journal of Shi'a Islamic Studies, 4(1). 

Mlika, H. (2020). Perspectives on the Notion of Truth in Arabic Philosophy. Studia Humana, 

9(1), 28-39. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2478/sh-2020-0005 

Netton, I. R. (2005). Al-Farabi and his school. Routledge. 

Nightingale, A. (2009). A guide to systematic literature reviews. Surgery (Oxford), 27(9), 381- 

384. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mpsur.2009.07.005 

Rahman, F. (2023). What We Talk About When We Talk About Language and Philosophy. 

Deepublish. 

Rahman, S., & Young, W. E. (2022). Argumentation and Arabic Philosophy of Language: 

Introduction. Methodos. Savoirs et textes, (22). DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.4000/methodos.8833 

Rauf, M., Ahmad, M., & Iqbal, Z. (2013). Al-Farabi’s philosophy of education. Educational 

Research International, 1(2), 85-94. Retrieved from 

http://www.erint.savap.org.pk/PDF/Vol.1(2)/ERInt.2013(1.2-09).pdf 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27088399
http://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003070733-
http://www.erint.savap.org.pk/PDF/Vol.1(2)/ERInt.2013(1.2-09).pdf


International Journal of Islamic Though and Humanities, Vol. 4 No. 1 March 2023 

80 

 

 

 

nudolph, U. (2017). Abū Naṣr al-Fārābī. In Philosophy in the Islamic World (pp. 526-654). 

Brill. Retrieved from 

https://brill.com/display/book/edcoll/9789004492547/B9789004492547_s012.xml 

Sartori, M., & Binaghi, F. (2022). «Introduction»(à The Foundations of Arab Linguistics V. 

Kitāb Sībawayhi The Critical Theory, Manuel Sartori and Francesco Binaghi (éds.), 1‒ 

10. Leiden: EJ Brill, coll.“Studies in Semitic Language and Linguistics” 107.). netrieved 

from https://hal.science/hal-03911575/document 

Steiris, G. (2018). Al-Fārābi on the Role of Philosophy of History in the History of Civilization. 

Christian and Islamic Philosophies of Time, 135. 

Vallat, P. (2020). Alexandrian Tradition into Arabic: Philosophy. In Encyclopedia of Medieval 

Philosophy: Philosophy between 500 and 1500 (pp. 120-129). Dordrecht: Springer 

Netherlands. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-024-1665-7_26 

Xiao, Y., & Watson, M. (2019). Guidance on conducting a systematic literature review. Journal 

of planning education and research, 39(1), 93-112. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0739456X17723971 

Yeşil, M. (2016). The Study of Language and The Main Difference Between Grammar and 

Logic in al-Farabi’s Philosophy. FLSF Felsefe ve Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, (22), 423-739. 

Retrieved from https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/flsf/issue/48629/617920 

Zargar, N. (2022). Analyzing the alleged Priority of Thought over Language in al-Fārābī’s 

Philosophy of Language. Retrieved from https://philpapers.org/rec/ZARATA 


